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• Goals
• Increase government transparency

• Create more opportunities for citizens to engage with government

• Simplify access to data

• Progress
• Anchorage was selected for the Bloomberg Philanthropies What Works Cities initiative

• whatworkscities.bloomberg.org

• Mayor Berkowitz enacted an open data policy on April 27th that makes government 
data “open by default”

• Launched analytics.muni.org on April 29th

• The administration hired Brendan Babb in May to serve as the Chief Innovation Officer

• Launched Yelp LIVES restaurant inspection data on June 20th

• Launched #ANCWorks! on June 22nd

Open Data Initiative

http://whatworkscities.bloomberg.org/
http://analytics.muni.org/


We’re #10!

Source: US Open Data Census us-city.census.okfn.org

http://us-city.census.okfn.org/


• We wanted to open the data we are collecting with Google Analytics to the 
public

• Code for Anchorage introduced us to the open source project created by 
18F for publishing federal government web analytics

• We forked 18F’s project to create analytics.muni.org
• Analytics data is updated on the web site in near real time

• All analytics data behind the web site are available to the public in CSV or JSON formats

• Web site documentation and code 
github.com/MunicipalityOfAnchorage/analytics.muni.org

• Reporting and publishing documentation and code 
github.com/MunicipalityOfAnchorage/analytics-reporter

Web Analytics

http://analytics.muni.org/
https://github.com/MunicipalityOfAnchorage/analytics.muni.org
https://github.com/MunicipalityOfAnchorage/analytics-reporter




• LIVES = Local Inspector Value-Entry Specification

• Open data standard for publishing restaurant inspection information
• www.yelp.com/healthscores

• Inspection data has historically been available to the public at 
hhs.muni.org/fss/, but Yelp makes the data more accessible

• Full inspection data sets, including historical data, are planned for 
publishing using the LIVES Flattened Schema
• github.com/open-data-standards/lives/wiki/LIVES-Flattened-Schema

LIVES

http://www.yelp.com/healthscores
http://hhs.muni.org/fss/
https://github.com/open-data-standards/lives/wiki/LIVES-Flattened-Schema




• #ANCWorks! is an online tool to help citizens report neighborhood 
problems and issues
• Citizens can easily report issues and check the status of issues online

• Added homeless camp reporting on June 29th

• www.muni.org/anchorageworks/

#ANCWorks!

“Reporting a problem should be as easy as taking a 
picture and sending a text. #ANCWorks! gives 
residents an easier and better way to build our city.”

– Mayor Berkowitz

http://www.muni.org/anchorageworks/




• This week we finalized an agreement with Socrata to host Anchorage’s 
open data portal
• socrata.com

• Provide easy to use data analytics and mapping tools for citizens

• Publish data in machine-readable formats

• Provide an API to access the data

• Potential data sets
• Property and tax data

• Building permits and inspections

• Code violations

• Operating and capital budget

Work In Progress – Open Data Portal

https://socrata.com/


• We are implementing ProjectDox
• www.avolvesoftware.com/projectdox

• Improve efficiency of building plan review and approval

Work In Progress – e-Plan Review

http://www.avolvesoftware.com/projectdox


• Alyssa Doom and Joshua Stewart of the Sunlight Foundation will be on site 
in Anchorage on behalf of What Works Cities the week of August 15th

• They will be attending the Alaska Municipal League on Thursday, August 
18th to discuss open data

• For more information contact:

Brendan Babb

babbbj@muni.org

(907) 343-6622

What Works Cities in Alaska

mailto:babbbj@muni.org

